
Recipients of the Research Scholarship of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada  
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada which took place on April 
13, 2013 adopted a resolution to create a yearly research scholarship in the sum of $5,000, which would 
support research in Ukrainian-Canadian areas of study. The Board of Directors decided to give priority to 
research in areas of Ukrainian culture in Canada. For awarding scholarships, preference is given to 
members of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada (NTSh-C), young independent scholars, and 
postgraduate students of Canadian universities. The articles resulting from the research must be written 
in English or French. Therefore, the main goal of this scholarship is to support research of Ukrainian 
culture in the diaspora and the encouragement of young and independent scholars who work on 
Ukrainian-Canadian subjects. Today, we can affirm that this initiative of the NTSh-C has been successful.  
 
Our first scholarship recipient was a young researcher from the University of Alberta, Susana Lynn, who 
worked on the subject “Ethnic Identity Discourses of Recent Ukrainian Immigrants to Canada: Interactions 
between New Ukrainian-Canadians and the Established Ukrainian-Canadian Diaspora”. Based on 
interviews with recently arrived immigrants from Ukraine and with members of the diaspora in Alberta, the 
researcher was able to reveal both common and divergent characteristics between “new” and “old” 
immigrants in their approaches to intellectual and visual cultural heritage. S. Lynn’s conclusions could 
serve as an important tool in the planning of educational programs and future cultural projects in the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community. 
 
Last year, the scholarship recipient was an independent researcher from Edmonton, Dr. Mykola Soroka. 
His research work “Activist, Scholar and Poet: The Evolution of Mykyta Mandryka in the Context of 
Ukrainian and Canadian Social and Cultural Discourses” is dedicated to the very interesting figure Mykyta 
Mandryka.  Mandryka (1886-1979) studied in Kyiv, Sofia and Prague, was a lawyer and a diplomat, 
represented the UNR government in Turkey, Georgia and Japan, and was especially active in Canada 
where he lived from 1928. Dr. Soroka’s research  reveals important aspects of Mandryka’s activity in 
Canada: research – he is the author of important works, among them “Anthology of Ukrainian Litterature” 
(1941), “History of Ukrainian Literature in Canada” (1968), poetical – he published the collections “Golden 
Autumn”(1958), “Joy” (1959), and others, and finally political and community – Mandryka was the 
organizer of the Edmonton chapter of the Ukrainian Working University, the Canadian Association of 
Ukrainian Culture, Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences, editor of the newspapers Pravda, Volya, and 
collaborated on many other projects and initiatives. Dr. Soroka summarized his research by stating: ”As a 
witness of critical historical changes he occupies a unique niche, connecting the Ukrainian 
prerevolutionary past, the revolutionary struggle, immigration and the search for a new identity in the 
diaspora.” 
 
This year’s research scholarship was awarded to another scholar from Western Canada – philologist  and 
translator Dr. Valerii Polkovsky. This year marks the 90

th
 birthday of an outstanding Canadian political, 

social and cultural figure, Petro Savaryn. Dr. Polkovsky’s work “Petro Savaryn: A Pillar of the Post-War 
Ukrainian Community in Canada” is therefore relevant and important. The researcher aims to highlight the 
activities of P. Savaryn as a lawyer and member of the Alberta government, his role in adopting the idea 
of multiculturalism in Canada, participation in the founding of many organizations and institutions, for 
example, the Ukrainian World Congress, Ukrainian studies in Edmonton, the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies, the Edmonton chapter of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada which 
published 7 volumes of the Western Canadian Collection, and many others. 
 
Therefore, this initiative of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada of launching their research 
scholarship is indeed needed. We encourage all scholars who are interested in Ukrainian subjects to 
apply for this Scholarship. The details are on our website, www.ntsh.ca . We await your proposals! 
 
Dagmara Turchyn-Duvirak, Scholarship Convener for the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada 
 
P.S. On the photos below – Susana Lynn, Dr. Mykola Soroka, Dr. Valerii Polkovsky 

http://www.ntsh.ca/


 

 
 



 


